
 

 

DATE:  May 28, 2014 

TO: School District Administrators 

FROM:  Sarath Joshua, ITS & Safety Engineer Program Manager 
 Maricopa Association of Governments 

SUBJECT: FUNDING PROCESS FOR SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROJECTS 

The Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) region has allocated $400,000 per year to fund Safe Routes 
to School (SRTS) grants for qualifying projects that would not involve any road improvements.  In previous 
years similar grants (referred to as SRTS Non-Infrastructure Grants) were administered by the Arizona DOT for 
the entire state.  There has been a change to relevant regulations and in the future all SRTS grants for the MAG 
Planning Area (includes all of Maricopa County and part of Pinal County) will be coordinated by MAG under a 
new program named Transportation Alternatives (TA).   

Under the MAG TA program, all SRTS grant applications must now be submitted to MAG by a member agency.  
We recommend that officials at K-8 schools and school districts that are interested in submitting SRTS grant 
applications to MAG, should contact appropriate officials at city/town/agency as soon as possible, with your 
project ideas.  Information on city/town/agency contacts are provided in Attachment One.  

In January 2013, MAG issued a call for SRTS grants for FY2015-2017.  A total of three SRTS grant applications 
were received and approved for funds.  The remaining funds are $285,500 in FY2015 and $310,000 each in 
FY2016 and FY2017.  MAG will be issuing a second call for SRTS grants in FY2015 to expedite programming of 
the remaining $285,500 so that grant recipients will be able to meet the June 30, 2015, deadline to obligate 
FY2015 federal funds.  The SRTS grant application period will open on Wednesday, May 28, 2014 with a 
submittal deadline of Monday, June 30, 2014.   We realize this is a short deadline but it is necessary in order 
to provide sufficient time for grant recipients to meet the obligation deadline.  This call for SRTS grants will 
provide an opportunity for previously approved grants in FY2016 and FY2017 to be advanced to FY2015 and/or 
project scopes modified to increase the overall funding request in FY2015.  The grant application process will 
also be open to new grant applications that can meet the obligation deadline.  The application form and other 
relevant information on SRTS grants will be available at the MAG website.  Please note that the maximum SRTS 
grant awarded will be $135,000. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Margaret Boone at mboone@azmag.gov.   
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